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Attendees:  Maria Pulli, Jill Berlet, William Dovico, Aileen Yadush, Jennifer Holman, Troy Sosnovik, Kristine 

Dangello, Melinda Scholl, Katherine Kraky, Amy Kelly, Amy Giuffrida, Linda Paist, Ann Way, 
Mike Towle, Bill Dellicker, Katelyn Leidig, Jesse Maurer, Karen Conner, Karin Bowman, Emily 
Hummel, Stacy Carl and LeAnn Stitzel 

    
LeAnn Stitzel, Director of Curriculum, welcomed the committee and commended the staff for their work in 
researching and preparing for this meeting. The subject areas of Grade 6-8 ELA and Grade 6-8 Health and Physical 
Education were asked to evaluate their curriculum, recommend proposed changes, and describe the benefit to 
students when these changes are implemented. Mrs. Stitzel then gave a brief overview of the steps of the 
curriculum cycle, which can be found in detail on the district website. 
 
Grade K-5 ELA: 
 
Kris Dangello, Reading Specialist at Weisenberg Elementary, commented that the first change they talked about 
making was the structure of the curriculum document itself. They felt the document should group standards with 
the corresponding concepts and competencies and assessments for that standard. They went to the PA Standards 
site to also make the language in the document consistent with PDE terminology and to make sure that the 
document was aligned with PA Standards.   
 
Melinda Scholl, Reading Interventionist at NW Elementary, spoke about the need to find an ELA program that can 
be used from K-5 and provides structured literacy to provide instruction from Phonemic Awareness to Phonics to 
Print. They also feel they need a program with a clear scope and sequence. Currently, Kindergarten uses a different 
ELA program than grades 1-5. Through the benchmarking process, Melinda noted that they have found a need for 
intensive phonics instruction, especially in Grades K, 1, and 2. She also stated that they felt it was essential to use 
consistency in their terminology for reading and writing through all grades in the district.  
 
Both feel that teachers have learned much more about how the brain works over the years. In addition, most 
elementary teachers have participated in the LETRS program training, and teachers are seeking to find a program 
that follows the philosophy of this training. 
 
Kris also commented that they will still be using the same benchmarking programs that help teachers strategically 
identify students who need support. 
 
 
Grade 6-8 ELA: 
 
Amy Kelly, Grade 6 ELA teacher, stated that the Middle School is looking for a program that would be consistent 
with the Grade K-5 program and would be on the same page with the same terminology. She commented that 
while the Journeys program was good in 2014, Grade 6 teachers find it challenging to implement so much material 
and skills in the time allotted to them in Middle School. They would like to take the foundational skills students 
learn in Elementary and build on those skills in Middle School. Again, she stressed that whatever program they 
choose needs to be consistent through the Elementary and Middle School grade levels. 
 
Katherine Kraky, Grade 7 ELA teacher, said they would like to restructure the curriculum documents to be more 
user-friendly. She stated that the actual content might not change much, but the document could be organized to 
make it easier for teachers to use. She noted that while in Elementary, students are learning to read, and in Middle 



School, students are reading to learn. Therefore, they want to focus on teaching things such as point-of-view, 
conflicts, characters, and relationships in the stories they read and dive deeper into the text. 
 
Amy Giuffrida, Grade 8 ELA teacher, said the focus in Grade 8 is getting students ready for High School by 
analyzing stories, using longer reading passages, and focusing on writing.  
She also stated that they want to ensure that the scope and sequence is aligned from Grades 6 through Grade 8. 
 
Grade 9-12 ELA: 
 
Linda Paist and Ann Way, High School ELA teachers, stated that they are successfully incorporating the PA State 
Standards.  
They felt they were somewhat bound in Grades 9 and 10 to teach in preparation for the Grade 10 Literature 
Keystone Exam that students need to pass to graduate, but these are PA Standards they would be teaching 
anyway.   
 
The teachers said that after Grade 10, students are ready for more advanced choices. Linda stated that research has 
shown that students are more interested and take classes more seriously when they have options. i.e., selection of 
course, choice of test, choice of project.    
 
Linda stated that some of the course names would be changing. They have discussed replacing the old English III 
and English IV (traditional for Grade 11 and 12 students) and renaming them to American Literature and World 
Literature. In addition, applied level courses would have a similar focus but would add in career-related reading, 
writing, and communication skills. Presently, the High School has several popular electives (i.e., Journalism), 
which the department would like students to choose from to fulfill a graduation requirement. The ELA department 
will add the PA Standards to these electives. 
 
Ann also noted that they would not add more electives but make the existing electives more rigorous. 
 
 
Grade 6-8 Health/Physical Education: 
 
Mike Towle, Grade 6-8 Health and Physical Education teacher, spoke about the many changes and challenges at 
the Middle School due to schedule changes and losing staff. In the Grade 6 Health curriculum, the department 
focus will be an introduction to health and wellness and how students can achieve health through their decisions. 
The department would like to focus on teaching students how to take care of both their mental and physical health. 
Mike stated that they are lucky to have a fitness center at the Middle School, and he would like to utilize that to 
teach personal fitness plans. They would also like to add some of the body systems back into the curriculum for 
Grade 6. He also noted that they would keep kid-oriented team sports in their physical education program. 
 
Mike commented that they would also like to add more body systems into the curriculum for Grade 7 also and take 
more time to teach how all the systems interconnect. They would like to align the Grade 7 and Grade 8 Traditional 
curriculums and make it a 2-year curriculum as they adhere to PA Standards. These students will all get the same 
curriculum on an A or B schedule and have more of a chance to connect socially through common activities in 
these two grade levels. 
 
For the Grade 8 curriculum, the focus would be on nutritional aspects, including dietary guidelines, nutrition 
requirements, caloric content, and eating disorders. They would also like to teach how the body responds to fitness 
in relation to things like blood pressure and overall health. Students will also be learning how to use heart rate 
monitors and making a fitness assessment. 
 
Mike also addressed the Grade 8 Lifetime Sports curriculum, an elective for this content area. He would like to add 
pieces to focus on an overall aspect of fitness and incorporate sports that can last all through your life. He would 
also like to focus on weight lifting and utilizing the fitness center to help with students’ personal fitness plans. 
 



 
Bill Dellicker, School Board President, thanked all the teachers for their efforts in incorporating the PA Standards 
and Best Practices into our curriculum. 
 
LeAnn thanked everyone for attending and reiterated that they are excited to move ahead with all the proposed 
changes. She reviewed the next steps and reminded everyone that the curriculum revisions discussed at today’s 
meeting will be presented to the School Board for first reading in March, will be on public display on the website 
for a period of at least 30 days, and are expected to be approved at the May School Board meeting. 
 


